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ings of elephants and the roar of lions, he plied with arrows all the deer and the other
animals. In places the countryside was blockt with ropes, in others the water was
defiled, in others fires were kindled, in others the earth was dug up (in making pit-
falls) ; in others the host of runners advanst thru the woods with drawn bows (driving
the beasts to slaughter). Thus he courst about bringing destruction to the animals
by various devices. [25]
At this same time there came forth out of the mud a very swift boar, large as a
mighty boulder, confusing the hunters by his impetuous rush; and when he entered
into a mountain thicket, the prince, mounting on his horse, quickly followed after to
Mil him. In one part of the wood, which was soured [spoiled, disagreeable ? amle]
from the noonday heat, was the retinue, lost from the road; and in another part
wandered the king's son, led astray by the boar. Then, heated by the scorching fury
of the Rummer sun, overcome with thirst and weary, he came in sight of a lake.
There, dismounting from his horse, he drank of the water (till it filled him) up to the
neck, and tying his horse there he rested by himself under a tree. [35]
At that very moment a tiger of fearful aspect became visible just as he slowly
emerged from the midst of the thicket. The horse waved his tail and stampt the
ground with his hoofs in fright, and tore off the rope of his bridle, and so fled. But the
youth, eager to save his life, climbed up in the great tree. The tiger however quickly
ran up, smelling the human odor. In the top branch of that tree sat a bear, while
at its base was the great tiger; and at the top of the trunk sat the youth, not daring
to go either up or down, nor yet to stay where he was; sunk in an ocean of misfortune,
because he was a man lost to virtue. Then the bear spoke to him with a human voice:
" King's son, fear not, for I will be your protector; know that, tho an animal, I am
one that adheres to the path of righteousness." Hearing this the king's son put away
his fear. And the bear made room for him to climb up the trunk of the tree, and said
"Come hither," and gave the king's son a seat by himself. Then the tiger remained
at the base of the tree, eagerly hoping for his flesh. And after the sun set behind the
crest of the sunset-mountain, darkness came on. Then in the middle of the night the
bear said to the youth, who was overcome with sleep: "Drowsiness oppresses you;
you will surely fall asleep, king's son. The tiger is standing below there, so you may
sleep in. my bosom." In accordance with these his words, so kind and friendly, straight-
way the prince laid his head on the bear's bosom, and gave himself up to slumber.
Thereupon the tiger said to the bear, making friendship with him: "You and I are
friends, for we are both ever roamers of the forest. Know tbat I am friendly disposed
to you; and thrown down this man. He will furnish food for both of us, in great abun-
dance. There is no trusting a man, especially a son of a king." Hearing these words
of the tiger, the bear replied to him: "Let him be what he may, I have no concern in
that. Since in his distress, frightened by you, he has betaken himself to me, and since
I told him 'King's son, do not be afraid,' therefore I have no mind to destroy one who
has come to me for refuge." [68]
Then when the king's son awoke from sleep, the bear said to him: " I will sleep
a moment, and meantime do you keep watch, O youth,'9 So speaking the bear went
to sleep by his side. Then the tiger, with a show of friendliness, said: " O king's son,
be prudent and do not put trust in this beast who is armed with sharp claws, espe-
cially since he is a flesh-eater* Bemember that it Has been said of old; * One should
^t trust a wicked person, nor a creature armed with horns, claws, or tusks; * and by

